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By 2040, Virginia could be the 10th most 
populous state in the nation.

- University of Virginia Today



Southwest Virginia could lose as 
much as 30% of its population within 
the next two decades.

- The Roanoke Times





UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA FIGHTS FOR THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND FINANCIAL STABILITY OF EVERY PERSON IN SOUTHWEST
VIRGINIA BECAUSE THEY ARE THE BUILDING BLOCKS FOR A GOOD QUALITY OF LIFE.



46% of households in SWVA 
struggle to support themselves





KEY FINDINGS IN SWVA

 Between 2007 -15’ things worsened in housing affordability, job 
opportunities, and community resources

 Unemployment in SWVA 7.6% vs state rate of 4.5%

 Less than 6% of state’s employment is in SWVA amounting to less than 
4% of state’s payroll

 Firms with less than 50 employees is 48% of SWVA jobs and firms with 
more than 500 employees is 9% of SWVA jobs vs state’s 23%



KEY FINDINGS IN SWVA
 State’s % of aging population is highest in SWVA (65+ is 18% in SWVA vs 

13% statewide)

 Households under the ages of 25 years are more like to be in poverty 
(37% in Cumberland Plateau to 73% in New River Valley vs state average 
of 39%)  

 Cost of living in SWVA is 19% lower than the rest of the state….housing 
is 28% less and childcare is 32% less

 Transportation is higher in SWVA $644 vs state average of $172 for 
public transportation

















“Educational attainment is arguably 
the most important ingredient to 
regional development.”

- Appalachian Regional Commission



Looking Ahead
Over the next decade, more than 75% of jobs will 
require skills and credentials above and beyond a 
high school diploma.



Looking Ahead
Standard Diploma Advanced Diploma

College-BoundDirect to Workforce

College-bound

Standard Diploma: 70% in SWVA county vs. 39% VA state











“…in the end, work itself is the 
strongest program.”

- Annie E. Casey Foundation
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